PLANNING

’- POAaTAL

Change of Use
Planning Permission

Use Classes

The Town and Country Planning (Use Ctasses) Crder 1987 (as amended) puts uses of land and bulldings Into various categories known as "Use Classes'.

The fellowing list gives an indication of the typas of use which may fall within each use class. Please note that this Is a gulde only and It's for lecal planning
authorities to determine, in the first Instance, depending on the Individual circumstances of each case, which use ciess a particular use falls into.

* Al Shops - Shops, retail warehouses, hairdressers, undertakers, travef and ticket agencies, post offices (but not sorting offices), pet shops, sandwich
bars, showrooms, domestic hire shops, dry cleaners, funeral directors and ntamet cafes.

A2 Financial and professlonal services - Financlal services such as banks and bullding socleties, professional services (other than health and medical
services) including estate and employment agencies and betting offices, .

* A3 Restaurants and cafés - For the sale of food and dsink for consumption on the premises - restaurants, snack bars and cafes.

+ A4 Drinking establishments - Public houses, wine bars or other drinking establishments ¢hut not night clubs).

AS Hot food takeaways ~ For the sale of hot focd for consumption off the premises.

B1 Business - Offices (other than those that fall within A2), research and development of products and processes, light Industry appropriata in a
residential area,

* B2 General industrial - Use for Industral process other than one Ffalling within class B1 {excluding incineration purposes, chemical treatment or landflil or
hazardous waste),

B8 Storage or distribution - This class Includes open alr storage.

C1 Hotels - Hotels, boarding and guest houses where no significant element of care Is provided (excludes hostels).

€2 Resldential institutions - Resldentlaf care homes, hospltals, nursing homes, boarding scheols, residential coileges and training centres.

= C2A Secure Resldentlal Institution - Use for a provisien of secure resldent)al accommeodation, tncluding use as a prison, young offenders Institution,
detentlon centre, secure Eraining centre, custody centre, short term hotding centre, secure hospital, secure local authority accommedation or use as a
military barracks.

C3 Dwellinghouses - this class Is formed of 3 parts:

o C3(a) covers uge by a single person or a family (a couple whether marrled or not, a person related to one anather with members of the family of one of the
couple to be treated as members of the family of the ether), an employer and certaln domestic employees (such as an au palr, nanny, nurse, governess,
servant, chauffeur, gardener, secretary and personaf assistant), a carer and the persan receiving the care and a foster parent and foster child.

€3(b}: up to six peopte living together as a single household and recelving care e.p. supported housing schemes such as those far people with learning
disabilities or mental health problems,

C3{c) allews for groups of people (up to six) living together as a single household, This allows for these groupings that do not fafl within the €4 HMO
deflnition, but which fell within the previous C3 use class, to be provided for 1.e. a smail religlous communlity may fall into this section as could a
homeowner who is living with a lodger,
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* C4 Houses in multiple o‘ccupatlon - small shared dweiling houses occupled by between three and six unrelated Individuals, as thelr only or main
residence, who share basic amenitles such as a kitchen or bathroom.

» D1 Non-residential institutlons - Clinics, health centres, créches, day nurserles, day centres, schools, art gatlerles (other than for sale or hire),
museums, librarles, halls, places of worshlp, church halls, law court. Non residential education and training centres.

D2 Assembly and leisure - Cinemas, music and concert halls, bingo and dance halls {but not night clubs), swimming baths, skating rinks, gymnasitms
ar ared for Indoor or outdoor sports and recreatlens {except for motor sports, or whare firearms are used},

*» Sui Generls - Certaln uses do not fall within any use class and are considered 'sul generls’. Such uses Include: theatres, houses In multiple eccupation,
hostels providing no slgnificant element of care, scrap yards. Petrol filling statlons and shops selling and/or displaying motor vehicles, Retail warehouse
clubs, nightclubs, launderettes, tax| businesses, amusement centres and caslnos.

Before you negotiate a lease or buy a property for your business, check whether you need te obtain planning permission for your intendad use, and, If so,
your chances of getting It

Changes of use not requiring planning permission
In many cases involving similar types of use, a change of use of a building or land does not need planning permission. Planning permission is not needed

when both the present and proposed uses falf within the same ‘class’, or If the Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) Order says that a change of class Is
permitted to another specifled class (see tabla below),

Far example, a greengrocer’s shop could be changed to a shoe shop without permission as these uses fall within the same ‘class’, and a restaurant could he
changed to a shop or a estate agency as the Use Class Order allows this type of change to pccur without requiring planning permissiorn.

Most external bullding work assaclated with a change of use Is likely to require planning permission.

From To

A2 (professlonal and financlal services} when premises have a display window at ground level A1 (shop)

A3 (restaurants and cafes) Al or A2

|A4 (drinking establishments) JA1 or AZ or A3

A5 (hot food takeaways) AL or A2 or A3

B1 (business} (permission mited to change of use relating to not more than 235 square metres of Roor space) B8 {storage and distribution)
l[Bz {general Industrial) IB:I {business)




.[nz {general Industrial} (permisston limited to change of use relating to not more than 235 square metres of floor space)) IBB (storage and distributton)

B8 (storage and distribution) (permission timited to change of use relating to not more than 235 sguare metres of floor space) B1 (business)
IC4 (houses in multiple occupation) €3 (dwellinghouses)

ICasInos (sul generls) D2 (assembly and lelsure)
Additionzlly, a planning application Is not required for change of use In the following clrcumstances:

« from Al or A2 to Al plus a single Aat above;
» from A2 to A2 plus a single fiat above.

‘these changes are reversible without an application only if the part that is now a flat was, respectively, in either Al or A2 use Immedlately before it became a
flat.

Changes of use requiring a planning application

Other than for the permitted changes of use listed abave and changes where both uses fall within the same use class, planning permission Is generally
required for a materlal change of use.

Most external building work assoclated with a change of use Is likely to require planning permission,

Building Regulations

The building regulations may apply to certain changes of use of an existing bullding even though you may think that the work Involved In the project will nat
amount to 'Building Work'.

You may wish to contact your local Bullding Contral body for further advice.
Disclaimer
This is an Introductory gulde and is not a definitive source of legal Informatlon. Read the fuil disclaimer here.

This guidance relates to the planning regime fer England, Pallcy in Wales may differ, If In doubt cantact your Local Planning Authority.




